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KsvakyivaU', .also known* as Katnap9So&Ukft r is>a 
dramatic^ composition of : the tf&tikft- type, itt four Act*, by 
Siftgabhftpala of Recallavamfia, the author of Ras&rpava- 
sudhakara, a work^On dr&tnaturgy and pdetics (T. S. Series 
f’o. 50).*' lA hhr* introduction to f'hat bbok. Mah&maho- 
pIdhy*y» ! Dr.' Gai$fpatf»S)!A8tfI,- otf ^“authority of the late 
Professor Sesa^iri Sastrl of the Presidency College, equates 
Sifigabhflpa with Siftgamanftyaka and fixes his date as 
1130 -a-, c. From the -words "mw wN, * 

occurring on page 65 of RasSrpavasudhakara, it-is certain 
that the author of -that work and of - Kuvalayavall is the 
same, as we find that filoka in ■ Kuvalayavall (Act iii. 4). 
Tn"tbis drama, the phrase w tnRft faftrwwsrafr” 

(Act. i. 3) shows that a well-known scholar ViSveSvara held 
Siftgabhttpa’s works in high esteem. This ViSveSvara is the 
author of CamatkflracandrikS, as we find mention of Sifiga- 
bhUpa in the colophon of 'that work :■ — 

* fWr luWTf- 

wtfrcwfap»>i«rt sdffoft mw nr*mt 

fifcttr t” 

MtBh'*saThe' work are also noted references to Rasjlrpaw* 
stUdBakSTS, su0h J as : 

wtC sriset fkifa:... ii" 

«* 

Dpi* N.'- Ye&ka^arftnte^yyti' in his introduction of 
V^tagpthmiivraWlwafe mentions' 1 thftt. Sfftga II (Sarvajfia) 
a# the‘«4thtor«6f <Ra»a^»'W^d^lftkftra. , fteafeo fixes the date 
of $Ag*Rt» f sAe^ISfiapmaf 1 3 ftf a. cl Accordingly, 
the period of poMfgte^ld^'may he pfed : abbtit‘thh second 
half of the 14th cwatupjs, . AecordiegitesiDr. VeAkatarama- 
Wya, the SiAgghhtlpa-. meationed'by!^ Bemmakaijtha Appa- 
li(yft)cftrya is fiiAga III, who ascended the throne in 



In Ras8rijavasudh8kara a good genealogy is giveb 
which tallies well with the genealogy elaborated by Dr. Veft- 
kataramapayyn except in one small particular, viz., that 
di&ga II is the younger son of Anapota, the elder being one 
Devagirlfiyara who perhaps died early, as may be inferred 
from the words of Ras8njavasudhakara : — 

rrafoifjt gsl srmwt faftftwts i 

toi ftursyfai ii Q. ,26) 
wr i (I. .27 ) 

Being the direct words of the author and in respect 
of himself, this may be accepted as the true genealogy. 
The historical fact that Yerra Daca Naidu (4) engaged him- 
self in PSndyan wars successfully and the special mention 
against Dftcanftyaka in Ras8njavasudh&kara.as '‘iwwnwnwt- 
make it certain that our author begins 
his genealogy from the 4th generation. The author in 
Ra sSrpa vasu dhakara mentions that Recallavam&a comes of 
the fourth Varna: 

“stfer Tf etj i 

gsmw* ii 

tfFT <U4i+|#lWia) wmf fauwwiw i” (Ras8r. I. 3 and 4) 

He ruled oyer a vast extent of territory between the 
Yindhya mountains and SrI&aila in the Kurnool District. 
The Rajas of Veftkatagiri trace their descent from Vetaja 
Niidu, the founder of that dynasty. 

The present work appears to be an earlier production 
than Rasinjavasudhikara since two at least of the 6lokas 
(Act. ii.-15 and Act. iii. 4) are found quoted 
Th« work. in that work. That the author had a high 
opinion of this drama is evident from the 

- jf Stttradhftra as well as from the colophon : 

ftnrjfcr wftm qgwfom : i 
■ mw mftat *" 



This edition is prepared from two manuscripts, Nos. 
2033 and 2399, belonging to the old Curator’s library. Both 
are in Grantha script; 2399 is complete while the beginning 
and end leaves are badly damaged in 2038. Both the manu- 
scripts hail from South Travancore, 2033 from Anantakrfpa* 
Sftstrl, sen of Bhagavatisubrahmapya ffostri of A&rftroam 
near SucTndram and the other from SthftijUBubrahmanya 
Sjftstrl of Cape Comorin. Both are almost alike and dif- 
ferences in readings are few and inconsequential. 

Though some of the dramatis ptrsonae, such as 
Kffga, Nflrada and Rukmipi are puranic and the story as a 
whole is given a puranic touch, it has no 
Story &nd plot. suc h basis and is imaginary. The drama 
is given two distinct names, Kimlayftvall 
and RatnapflflcftlikS, by the author himself as is evidenced 
from StltradhBra’s words and the colophon already cited. 
The story is this. At the instance of Brahma, Bhtlmi 
assumes the form of a maiden whom Nftrada in the 
guise of a. foster-father leaves \under the protection of 
Rukmip! as a Nyftsa, pretending that he is going about in 
search of a suitable groom for the girl. Nftrada . has given his 
foster-daughter a charm in the form of a ring which, when 
she wears, would make her appear to males as a statuette 
in precious stoneB instead of as a normal human maiden. 
This charm is meant to protect her from possible unwanted 
attentions of males. The name Ratnapftficftlikft arises out of 
this peculiarity of appearing as a doll (Ratnapftficftlikft 
a statuette or doll in precious stones). While under Rukmi- 
nl’s • care, Kuvalayftvall, in the company of her friend 
Gandralftkhft, one day happens to go to the palace gardens 
where she chances to meet Krtpa who was enjoying a pleasant 
evening after his return from a campaign against Kftlaya-- 
vana. Np$pa first takes the girl for a wonderful statuette-' 
and foils to ' understand why Candralekljft keeps talking 
to a doll as if mad. Then he begins to suspect. In the 
Course of her playful acts and unknown to her. the charm 



rmg,fihances to tall off from JKuvalay&valf’s .fingers which 
exposes her true nature, to Kfjija and a mutual loye, ensues. 
By this time, on a summons, Candfalekhs, andKuRd^yS- 
valT go away leaving j£r?i)a alone in th^ gardens. ,Whjle 
'?f jpa is idjing there thinking of ihe chiming .girl who 
had just (hen ieft the place, he finds the lost ring of Ruva- 
Jayavali,; and the legend engraved on it enlightens him of 
the ( properties a fid purpose of. that ring. By , this , time 
Kuvalay&v&ll becomes aware of the" loss of her ring and 
hastens back -to the • garden in search Of it. Kjjija now 
restores the ring to her. t These fwo .Qbaoee^WEmnters 
pave the way for more secret love-mefttingp. .iSatyhbh&wa 
chances to come upon one such love-meeting and on her 
information,, RukminT causes ,Kuvalay&valI to be ,kppt'Jn 
concealment ,in one of her own PrftgiJdas. A Dftnava 
getting scent of this, forcibly abducts, Ku, vaJayi vail , which 
urges RukminT to seek the, help of .Krsna to^get.jjpr, back. 
Kpjtja, undertakes the mission apd goes to Jght the,Bpa,va. 
During .the absence of, Kfsna, Naradp returns and jn .fys 
conversation informs RukminT, about .the real s,tory of 
Kuvalayavall. When Kr?na returns after defeating . the 
D&nava, RukminT with the consent of Nftrpfla and , others 
gives away KuvalaySvali as a, present ,to JKr|5® for his 
acceptance as wife. 

f he leading Rasa is “Srftgftra, the Vipralambha type 
dominating. -Mostmf thediasas are represented and Srlvatsa 
•makes a , good court-fool. "The make-up of 
Dt»tloB,»ndflpt. the plot, ’’the nySsa of a maiden and its 
•subsequent' developments strongly remind ope 
of 'SvapnavSsavadutta. -In literary merit, and particularly 
in the meticulous adherence to the rules of poetics and 
AlaftkSrs, the -work is of a- very- high order. In manyplaces 
one • .meets • with ■ passages having striking reseih'blgHces to 
passages dn theiSftbuntala of-Ralidftsa- ' r Kjfi}&’s aposfrQRBe 
to. the: r ingiof ; KuvalaylvalT, 



ffttbr fa gft ff ^y rf Nwfww . ^^i ,> (Act ii* 61- 1) 

bears dose kinship to Du?yanta’s in S&kuntala “etf 3 

W ” and some resemblance to “gfa- 

g«ffa$ fag fast: .ffi'^y»pn*v«8avadatt« (vi. 

Si. 1.) There^snl^hi^winJbJweei^ftJi.in, the situation 
created, and in sen|i{B^ M in^lie^^gi^ia|l&pa of Saknn- 
tala (Act iii) , Vktiiij. /1'he portions 

in Sftkuntala 

“(vtjwmgmfhfafah) 
i wwfOTwnmg i 

gfafcnmft *t & urei^fHW^f it 

••• »M ♦»*•*• •»«*>••• « »•« 

CW^f^WfWW) 

WjWtSSt— qfa, m «fafa i" (Bombay Edition) 


,i(«tWRWW«8t<g3 fafa) 

/Mm:*- (*<?ffatdfarc?rco 

4rfft ffaxwftfa, 

VffWi!MN%T Q t'{$M tf^3 'Wwf *?TT*nS^ I 

- afdt-fairNftfap dfat»ftfaiy>«tnfw(. i 

ffarowfeft- $ g** *ifa* (#* i '» 

and of fiuValayavalT exhibit a close cousinship. In Act ii, 
the Niyaka’s de*^pttQ»>to^his<x}urfc j foo] of ’Kuvalayi vall’s 
mental attitudeittwafd^him ffftq p 

sh w to wm p i i * * srcfcit qqmnforo” closely 

re^mUes its ^xayit^p^t ^n-i&^uptda 

A,,n»i»bpr pi^9b .tewnhhipces -are 

enoountecpd. 

;Jhat ..the , ftjj&pr <htfs«elf ^.ppt^ted 5 , the - high 
degree of scholarship exhibited in.lfejs^^nnaa 
Kridenoe of is evident from the Dhyani contained in 
MboUiship. his own Wolds; 



¥lMOTWOT$|WW WW n I! 

(Act i. 11.) and 

“<w *rftra gsmrprgTT 

awtsnArragsrcirffcn tr nr ifarlafc i 

gSRHE Jjfir «IWR( ll” 

(Act; iv> 22) 

contained in this drama itself. Besides this it is found that 
a stanza from this drama: 

“y^n s» yw K t m M f fW- 

l^ wwiw qijH 
twswgwid trofiwwi n” 

(Act. iii. 4). 

is quoted by the author himself in his work on drama* 
turgy and Rasa to exemplify not less than 9 factors s— 
1. Mah&pr&oavarB&lpatvam, 2. Slcsa, 3. Prasftda, 
4. Mifirabandhasamata, 5. Madhurya, 3. Suku- 
maratst, 7. Arthavyakti, 8. Ud&ratvam and 9. 
Ojas. This clearly shows the amount of scholarship 
exhibited in this work. A high degree of scholarship in 
the field of grammar is also evident from this dramas 

i 

*9 

(Act ii. 15). 

In this the first verb ssrftoi (wwrm g^) appear s 
to be a lut in place of what ought to be a 1ft. This bold 
use is perhaps the result of a corollary deducible from the 
Bhftsya So also the form “tlfogn" 

55p, ) in 



(Act iii, 1), 



g uc h usages are very uncommon if not unknown, and 
can be justified only with great difficulty. None but those 
for whom grammar is a servant and not master, will have 
the boldness to use such forms. 

On the whole, this drama appears to be one which 
can be included among the high class dramatic compositions 
in Sanskrit; fine in conception, chaste in language and diction 
and very rich in Rasa characteristics. And above all it 
appears to possess that composite quality which will enable 
the composition to be staged provided cultured actors, who 
can realise and bring out the Rasas in full, are avail- 
able* 

Notwithstanding every care bestowed, a few typo- 
graphical errors have crept in necessitating a small erratum 
slip and we crave the indulgence of readers in this 
matter. 

Oriental Manuscripts Library, 

University of Travancore, 

Trivandrum, 

21st April *1941. L * A * VarmA, 


Honorary Director. 




Genealogy according to Rasdrnamsudhihara 

Djcaya Nay aka of Recalla VamSa. 

(He defeated the Pandas and had Ijiruda name Khadgauftrlya^.) 
Married Yocamamba of T&marasavamSa 


Siftgaprabhu VennamaNayaka RecamahTpati 

| | Nagaya Nayaka 

Ananta Madhava 
(Anapota) I 

'(m»Annamamba) Yedagiri & others 

1 

DevagiriSvara SI&GABHUPATI 


Vnnapota DScaya YallabharJya V Sdagiriswarni (2 names not 

clear) 






Genealogy according to Dr, Vtilkatarama twyya 

Yerra Dftca Nai<}u 
( 4 ) 


SiAgama Mu Vennama Naiju YScama Naiiju 


Mada Naiiju 


PEDA SlNGAMA NAIPU Dharma Naiiju Peda Vedagiri Naiiju 

.Timma Naiiju 


ag'ri Dama 

Naiiju Naiiju Naiiju Naiiju Na4u Naiiju 
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Yerra Daca Naidu 
( 4 ) 


Siftgama Nsidu Voimama Naidu YScama Nfii(Ju 

,_L * I 

I | Naga Naidu 

Mada Naidu 


PEDA blNGAMA NAIDU Dharma Naidu Peda Vsdaeiri Nftidu 
(bamjflasifigama) | 6 v 

I Timtna Naidu 
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